
                         
THE COURT NEWS 

                        August 20th 2021 

Dear Residents, Staff, Families and Friends, welcome to this week’s Court News. 

The Court News is all about you, our wonderful residents and our amazing staff together with 
other parts of the Foundation including our church and our school.  

As Lockdown has now eased things are starting to get back to normal. Many of you have 
been able to see your relatives rather than just keeping in touch by telephone. Everyone is 
working incredibly hard to make this happen.  

HAPPY BIRHDAY TO YOU! 

                                                                                                                                           
RESIDENTS 
We have two resident’s birthdays today. Derek Owen and Hilary Jones both celebrate their 
birthdays on August 20th. We hope you both have a lovely day. 
 
STAFF  
There are no staff birthdays this week. 
 
STAFF NEWS 
Charlane is back from holiday on Monday 23rd as is Sharon, Kathy’s P.A.  
Kathy is away on holiday for two weeks and will be back in the office in Temple House on 
Monday 6th September. 
All of our staff are continuing to work incredibly hard to ensure that life is getting back to 
normal for all of our residents.  Once again, we thank them for their love and support. 
We are always looking for good carers to augment our staff. If you know of anyone who may  
be interested please let Rosie or Tan know. 
 
RESIDENTS’ NEWS 
We had a new permanent resident join us in Flat 30 on Monday 16th. Her name is Jean Giles 
and we hope she will be very happy with us here, in her new home. Ian Rogerson will be 
joining us in Flat 1 for a respite stay from August 25th and Carol Leight-Howarth will be joining 
us in sheltered housing, in flat 36 from 31st August. 
 
I’m sure you will join with me in welcoming them to Lady Katherine Housing and Care. 



  



EXTRACTS OF MEMORIES BY GEOFFREY BURMAN TO JIM HELLIWELL 

(from August 2006 onward) 

 

Reverend Balleine 

The Vicar ( Master ) of Temple Balsall, during Geoffrey Burman’s early days at Temple Balsall 
was Reverend Balleine. He also had ovesight of St Peter’s, Balsall Common which was a 
daughter church of Temple Balsall. He also built the vicarage at Balsall Common. 

Reverend Balleine was a bachelor. He lived in some style, with a housekeeper, a cook, a 
live-in maid supported by dailies and a full-time gardener. 

 

Weather and Haymaking 

Geoffrey recalled one particularly hard winter, he thought during the 1940’s, when the ground 
was too hard to bury sheep. About 12 cows, being fattened up for market, broke into the 
garden one night in search of green fodder. They took their “green” from some yew trees and 
all were found dead the following morning. 
 

 

The Water Mill at Temple House 

For many years Temple House had its own mill pond. Installed in 1852 the water mill, to the 
rear of the house, was powered by water from the pool which, as you face the building from 
the road, is just to the left of the lawn. The pond was replenished by a feeder arrangement 
with water coming from Chadwick End. Once full, the pond held enough water to power the 
water mill for half a day with the water travelling in an underground duct from the pool to the 
mill wheel. The mill would then have to be shut down to allow time for the pond to re-fill. When 
working the mill would grind corn, pulp mangolds (a kind of beet used for cattle feed|), cut 
chaff or, with the right attachment, act as a threshing machine. 

At the end of its useful life on the farm the water mill was taken to Avoncroft Museum near 
Bromsgrove to be re-erected as a piece of 19th century farm history. So far as is known it has 
yet to join the museum’s other rural artefacts. 

 

Start of the Friends 

The Friends were first established in Nicholas Brown’s time. A Masonic group used the Old 
Hall for their meetings and funded renovations to the building, including the new staircase. 
The Friends’ as a formal charity, had their origins in this concern to maintain the building for 
regular use, both by the Masons and by others. 

 

 

  



FLOWER QUIZ 

 

This week we are running a Competition to “Name that 
Flower”.  

Below are pictures of flowers grown by Chris Wiley. All 
you need to do is name the flowers and pop your answer 
in Chris’s letter box (flat 46 - next to the laundry).  

The prize is a box of chocolates. 

If there is more than one winning entry, the winner will 
be drawn out of a hat by Chris. 

 
 



  1)    2)   3) 

  

 4)         5)        6) 

 



   7)           8)            9)

    

    

              9)                 10)                  

  



ANSWERS 

 

 

NAME  
……………………………………………………………………………….………
… 

 

 1) 

 

 2) 

 

 3) 

 

 4) 

 

 5) 

 

 6) 

 

 7) 

 

 8) 

 

 9) 

 

10) 

  



ROCHES’ RAMBBLES 
 

 

 

Sharon has been on holiday this week and here she is, with her mum enjoying 
a  an afternoon coffee. 

No doubt we will hear more of how she spent her holiday next week. 

  



NEWS FROM THE OLD HALL 

 

       

 

It has been a somewhat frantic week. It didn't start off normal as the Solihull half 
marathon spent most its time in Knowle and Barston. The small estate of older 
houses in which we live, has two exits, one brings you out on Lodge road and 
the other onto Longdon road. I know most of you won't know these but they are 
significant in as much as both roads are closed from 8.30 - 12.30. So, you can 
neither get out nor back in during this time. I have a question - why do you think 
that 90% of a SOLIHULL race should take place elsewhere? 

 

Monday we collected the boys from a transport cafe just off the M50. It was a 
very good cafe, we had an interesting few moments explaining a 'greasy spoon' 
cafe to the boys. 

 

Tuesday we brought them down to the little coffee mornings I have in the Old 
Hall and they were on best behaviour! That was probably it for Iestyn, he had 
used up all his ' best behaviour' time by the end of it! We went to the Tipperary 
pub for lunch - we hadn't been there for years.  

                                    

                     

 

 

Then off to Mike and Judith Arlington's to visit the turkeys - this is an annual 
pilgrimage! 



 

 

 

 

Some of you, I know, have been to RAF Cosford, the museum of all flying 
transport from various countries - and 1 tank!! 

 

 

 

Now I leave it to to decide which out of the hundreds of vehicles there was 
Iestyn's favourite.  

Gethin quite enjoyed it, but Iestyn was bored, and as a consequence, his 
behaviour was one of frantic running around and Heng wherever he could. I can 
tell you this is very disconcerting with all the huge planes around. I was quite 
tired by the end. 

 

 

 



 

 

Jenny 

  



                                                                                                                                                                    

 

SERMON FOR AUGUST 22ND 2021 

As you will all be aware, Kathy is on a well -deserved holiday. Today, in 
church, Lay Preacher Ian Carnell took a Morning Prayer service for us. 
Below is the sermon Ian preacher. 

Many years ago, a missionary society wrote to David Livingstone, a Scottish 
Presbyterian pioneer medical missionary in Central Africa, and asked, "Have 
you found a good road to where you are? If so, we want to send other men to 
join you." Livingstone wrote back, "If you have men who will come only because 
there is a good road, I don't want them. I want men who will come if there is no 
road at all”. 

Allow me to begin, this morning, with something for us to think of. If our Christian 
faith were put to a showdown, would we stay with it? And what have we found 
in Jesus Christ that we couldn’t find anywhere else? 

I believe that if our Lord himself came here today and preached today’s sermon, 
some of us would find it more than we could handle. He told the people that he 
was “the bread of life,” and that those who came to him would never be hungry, 
and those who believed in him would never thirst.  

And then he said a very shocking thing: “the bread that I will give for the life of 
the world is my flesh”. And he promised that those who ate of this bread would 
live forever. 

Now you and I may accept those words without objection, because we are 
believers, and because 20 centuries of church history have elapsed since our 
Lord spoke. We hear these words so much over and over again, that sometimes 
I wonder if we really are getting what these words mean.  

We are told that we celebrate what he said each time we receive the sacrament 
of Holy Communion. But some in the crowd that Jesus was speaking to and 
some in the crowd of today’s listeners, didn’t and don’t see it that way, and they 
began and continue to mutter against his preaching. 

Do you see what I mean? Not only would some folks not be happy with the 
Angel Gabriel as their preacher, some weren’t happy even with Jesus and his 
preaching. 



But here’s what’s worse. Some of those who were most upset with the sermon 
were actual disciples of Jesus. They were people who had been following him, 
who had left the general crowd of the curious and had become some of the more 
committed, people who sought him out day after day. 

Nevertheless, these were people who were convinced enough about Jesus that 
they showed public loyalty to him, perhaps even proudly so. But now, some from 
this very company said, “We don’t like this preaching!” 

Jesus said he had told them the truth, and that he had come into the world for 
the purpose of speaking the truth. But now listen to how they responded: 
“Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went 
about with him.”  

They left! And remember, these were not idle followers, nor curiosity seekers; 
these were people who had joined the church, so to speak, people who had 
filled out a pledge card and taken the full catechism training.  

They were people you thought you could count on, whose hearts were with the 
cause. They heard a tough sermon, they saw Jesus act in ways that they did 
not agree with and so, they left!  

But sometimes people leave church because the doctrine is more than they can 
believe, or the demands of discipleship becomes more than they feel they can 
pay.  

It’s hard to tell how Jesus felt when these people left, but what we do know is 
that Jesus turned to the Twelve, the tight-knit group who had been with him from 
the beginning, and who had followed him most wholeheartedly. And Jesus 
asked them: “Do you also wish to go away?”  

I’ve often wondered if there was a sob in Jesus’ voice, or was it a challenge. 

It was one of those moments when someone needed to speak up. And someone 
did: Simon Peter!  

Peter’s reaction, like many others, was highly dramatic. But in truth, it’s also 
quite matter of fact. “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of 
eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One 
of God.” 

I repeat, this is a dramatic statement, because this is showdown time. Jesus 
has preached in a way that separates the half-hearted from the fully committed.  

But Peter’s answer is also very matter of fact. He reduces the issue to 
fundamentals. “If we left you, where would we go? We’ve been looking for 
eternal life, and we’ve found it; it’s in you. So why would we look anywhere 
else?” 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, if we’re honest with one another, I suspect that 
those of us gathered here would give many reasons as to why we’re in church, 



or as to why we call ourselves Christians. Some of us, honestly, have grown up 
in the church, and it’s just natural for us to be part of its life and activities.  

I was driving the other day when a car cut me up. I pulled out to go around him. 
As I sped up so did he. Faster and faster we both accelerated. Finally I put on 
the brakes so I could let him go. As I slowed down, so did he. Now I was furious.  

I looked over at the driver so I could give him a piece of my mind and when I 
did, I saw a good friend and church member driving the car. He was laughing 
hysterically. 

Sometimes on the highway of Christianity, we allow little things to annoy us, to 
distract us, to make us forget where we are going and why we are going there. 

Sometimes, spiritually speaking, we need to pull over at a rest stop, look at the 
map and make sure that spiritually we are going the right direction to reach our 
destination. 

Today we often are reluctant to present the demands of Christ to would-be disciples 
because we fear putting them off Christianity and driving them away. That is not the 
way of Jesus in this passage. His words are difficult for many people in this crowd to 
understand and harder still to follow.  

But then I think of those parts of the world where, at this very moment, being a 
Christian puts one’s life in danger. What if we were in those parts of the world, 
where it just might be that our service would be interrupted by government 
troops?  

What if we were one of those victimized by some of the recent violence that has 
taken place in churches? What would persuade us to stay there? Would we 
even remain a Christian? 

Peter’s answer is for such a world as that. And ultimately, it is the answer for 
every world, every circumstance. Since one has only so much loyalty to give, 
only one life to live, Peter’s answer at showdown time is the only one that 
matters. Where else would we go? 

You, alone, have eternal life. What would be our answer? 

May we answer Jesus similarly, may we come to know Jesus as more than just a wise 
teacher, more than a moral compass – but as our Lord and Saviour, as the Son of God, 
the Holy one of Israel – the means of eternal life.  

It is when we understand Jesus as truly the Son of God, as the very life of God that he 
intends to share with us, that we can begin to experience God’s transformative power 
in our lives, that we can be truly fed by the bread from heaven. 

As we gather together in worship, in study, in confession and around this table may we 
come to know Jesus more and more as the bread of life and the cup of salvation.  



And may we all with the disciples respond to Jesus “Lord to whom can we go? You have 
the words of eternal life.” Amen. 

 

 

 
                     

 


