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Dear Residents, Staff, Families and Friends, welcome to this week’s Court News. 

The Court News is all about you, our wonderful residents and our amazing staff together with other 
parts of the Foundation including our church and our school.  

Finally Lockdown is being eased further and I know many of you have now been able to see more of 
your relatives and without screens. I’m sure you will join with me in thanking all of our staff for all they 
do to keep you and themselves safe and well. 

 
BIRTHDAYS 
We have no residents’ or staff birthdays this coming week. 
 
STAFF NEWS 
All of our staff are continuing to work incredibly hard to ensure that life is as normal as possible for all 
of our residents and that you are able to see your families as much as possible. 
Once again thank you to all our amazing staff. 
 
SHELTERED RESIDENTS COFFEE MORNING 
The Sheltered Housing residents meet in the Old School Room each week for coffee and a chat and 
to catch up on any news. Jen Jones, who is our Parish Secretary and whose office is in the Old Hall 
joins us too. The hot topic of the day is always “who is winning Scrabble this week.” 
 

 
  



JEN JONES 

 
I have joined a group on Facebook called ‘Port Talbot old and new’ (I was born and brought up 
in Port Talbot).  It is an industrial town have one of the largest steel works in the country.  At 
the time, the town was very profitable and wages at the steel works were high.  It was also very  
 

 
 
stinky! 
Not a pretty sight!! 
 
About 2 miles away, is the coast of Aberavon beach.  We went frequently.  As a teenager I was 
a very keen swimmer, so it was very good to have the beach close by.  
 

 
 
However, we were rarely 
there in the evenings, 
except in the summer 
when it was light until 
nearly 10.00.  I don’t ever 
remember seeing a sunset 
like the one in the picture. 
When this popped up on 
Facebook, I saw the 
picture before I saw where 
it was from.  It came as 

quite a shock to see something so beautiful coming from Port Talbot.  The land you can see in 
the distance is Swansea. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sometimes, things just make you smile.→ 
 
By the time you read this, we will be in 
Abergavenny, which promises to be very wet! 
My younger grandson will be going on a hunt, 
indoors.  What will be looking for? – his 
bedroom floor!  It’s not that it has gone 
anywhere, you understand!  
 
When I was helping to home school Iestyn earlier 
in the year, one of the topics was ‘How do you 
help in the house?’  He said he had to empty 
the dishwasher every day and put as much as he 
could away. 
 
The next question was ‘How about your 
bedroom?’ to which the reply was 
‘Grandma, sometimes you do ask some stupid 
questions!  You know about my bedroom.’  We shall see what we find when we get there. 
Jen 

  



 

 

 

  



ROCHE’S RAMBLES 

I have a very dear friend who lives in Cardiff, who sadly lost her husband in October.  
With lockdown restrictions in place, I was unable to attend the funeral, and of course, 
have not been able to go to visit her.  However, as restrictions have lifted,  yesterday I 
took to the motorway for a very long awaited and much needed catch up. 

 

 
 

Ann lives in Roath Park, quite close to the city centre, and we were able to walk to Roath 
Lake en route to the pub we had chosen for lunch. The weather was far better than 
forecast and it stayed dry and was actually quite warm! 
 

        
 
Roath Park is a Grade 1 listed historic park, listed on the Cadw Register of Landscapes, 
Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in Wales. The 30 acre man-made lake is 
a popular facility for fishing and boating and the Scott Memorial Lighthouse on the lake 
is one of Cardiff's iconic images. 
North of the lake, its winding paths and wildflowers are shaded by trees. 
There were lots of swans with their young families which was lovely to see. 
 

                    



 
North of the Wild garden, Llandennis Oval, is a site steeped in history. 
Its ancient pond is said to be the site of St Isan's 12th century 'Llan' or enclosure.  The 
'botanical gardens contains a superb tree and shrub collection, floral displays, adventure 
playground and Roath Park Conservatory and the Pleasure Gardens provides bowls, 
tennis and basketball facilities in a parkland setting. 
 
It was so lovely to be able to see my friend after such a long time and needless to say, 
there was no shortage of conversation! 
 
Love Sharon x 
 

 
 

  



 

Friday 14th May 2021   Newsletter 27 

 
Worship together 
This week our children have studied the Parable of the Mustard Seed.  We discovered that huge 
things can happen as a result of very small things. 
 
You can access Kathy’s You Tube channel, where she has uploaded her services here. 
 
Changes 
As detailed in my communication earlier this week, we are able to make some changes from Monday 
17th May that will move us back towards some of our normal arrangements. 
 
Start of day  
The school day will start for everyone at 8:55am. Arrival after this time will need to be signed in late 
at the school office.  Children can arrive from 8:45am but must go straight to their classrooms, where 
their class teacher will be waiting.  
 
End of day 
The school day will end for everyone at 3:20pm.  Please maintain distancing measures as you wait for 
your child and leave the school site immediately once they are with you. 
 
Nursery 
Morning Nursery will continue to operate between 9:00am and 12:00. 
 
We have been very flexible with timings to support families through and after lockdown.  However, 
our children need to get back into their normal routine so we really appreciate your support in 
ensuring your child/ children are in on time. 
 
Uniform 
Children should come to school each day in their normal school uniform.  PE kit can be left at school 
in a PE bag on your child’s peg.  We will send this home each Friday for you to wash.  Forest school 
clothing can be brought in a bag on the day for your child to get changed into and will be sent home 
on the same day. 
 
 
Volunteers 
We are starting by inviting people who have been previous volunteers in school to return, should they 
wish to.  Please contact school to arrange a meeting if this applies to you. 
 
Before & After School Club 
This will return to Wheatley House, at the top of the playground.  Children who attend should be 
dropped off and collected from there. 
 
Clubs 

Lady Katherine Leveson CE Primary School 
 

‘Joy to the world’ 
Celebrating together the richness and diversity of life throughout the world; global citizens within our community and beyond. 



We are cautiously starting some clubs, but need to keep bubbles of children together.  Staff have 
recently sent out a communication about what is on offer.  
 
Educational Visits 
Staff are currently planning a calendar of visits to start from September. 
 
Vacancies 
The Foundation  are looking for care staff, both full and part time, for the care home. The contact is 
Parminder Johal or Tan Blancaflor on 01564 772850. 
 
School Photographer 
As you are aware, the school photographer had to cancel at short notice.  This is in the process of 
being rearranged for this Summer Term.  The format will be: 
- All years - class photo 
- Reception - Individual and class photo 
- Year 6 - Class, individual and sibling photos 
 
Information, Celebration & Key Dates 
All key dates can be found on the school website. Use the ‘Parents’ drop down menu and select 
‘Calendar.’  Use this link for quick access: https://ladyk.bdmat.org.uk/calendar/ 
 
INSET – Our 4th INSET day this year is on Monday 7th June.  Because of the disruption from Covid, we 
have been granted permission to delay our 5th INSET day from this academic year and roll it over to 
next, to reduce the amount of days that school is not open to our pupils have missed. 
 
To help those of you who are looking to book Summer holidays, I can confirm that Thursday 2nd and 
Friday 3rd September will both be INSET days, so children will start back on Monday 6th September. 
 
We also post lots of information, photos and good news stories on our social media platforms: 
Facebook: Lady Katherine Leveson C of E Primary School Facebook page 
Twitter: @LadyKSch 
 
Wishing you all a happy and safe weekend and week ahead. 
Simon Russell  

Head Teacher 
Lady Katherine Leveson CE Primary School  
 
 
 
  



Sermon to be preached on Sunday May 3rd 2015  

In Hampton Court Palace there is a very old vine: it is over 240 years old having 
been planted originally under the guidance of Lancelot Capability Brown in 1769.  
The girth at the base of the trunk is now 12 feet.  Its longest branch is 120 feet.  Its 
roots were originally planted outside and its branches were trained inside the 
glasshouse.  By the 1790s the vine was thriving so much that the glasshouse had 
to be lengthened.  The crop is usually harvested in September and averages at 
between 500 and 700 bunches although at some points in its life the harvests have 
been much greater.  Even though the fruit bearing branches are so very far from 
the root still the nourishment flows from that root, through the branches in order 
to sustain the fruit the branches bear.  

Last Sunday we heard about the familiarity of 1st century Jews with the role of the 
shepherd in their everyday lives.  Today we have the imagery of the vine. This was 
very familiar to the people of Jesus’ day.  They were surrounded by vineyards 
which provided the wine which was part of their everyday diet and was essential 
for festivals and celebrations. 

Vineyards were often a family concern.  Once the fruit was a reasonable size, 
members of the family would take it in turn to watch over the vineyard from the 
watch tower until it was harvest time when the whole family would move in and 
work the many long hours required to harvest the fruit.  In order to produce good 
fruit a vineyard needed much diligent work which is described in both the old and 
new testament scriptures. 

Looking at today’s gospel reading what John tells us is that Jesus and his 
disciples were about to leave the upper room where they had shared their 
Passover meal.  They were going to make their way to the Garden of Gethsemane 
where Jesus would pray his High Priestly prayer and would later be arrested by 
the mob led by Judas.  So let us imagine for a moment how it would have been. 
Jesus and his disciples having consumed the Passover Meal, a meal of great 
religious significance, walking through the darkened streets of the city and then 
passing beyond the walls into the surrounding countryside. 

           

It was as they walked toward the Garden of Gethsemane that Jesus began to talk 
about vines, vine dressers and fruit.  Vines were as I have said part of the 
backdrop of their everyday life and therefore great vines were carved ornately into 
the Temple doors and the Golden Gate in the old city wall of Jerusalem also had 
very decorative vines carved into it.   



It was April time and the grape vines would have been beginning to blossom with 
the promise of an abundant harvest.   

If you had been a first century Jew and heard for the first time that Jesus was the 
true vine and his people were the branches you would have received this with 
mixed emotions.  

On the one hand you would be quite familiar with the idea of comparing people to 
vines and vineyards.  Your Bible, the Old Testament, frequently referred to Israel 
as being a vine that God had planted.   

You may have recited Psalm 80 in your morning prayers. In verses 8 and 9 the 
psalmist said to God, ‘You brought a vine out of Egypt and planted it in the 
promised land.’  You would know all about how God brought Israel out of Egypt 
and planted it in the promised land.   

You would have read the words of the Hebrew prophets who likened Israel to a 
vine or vineyard.  You would be able to bring to mind the words of Hosea who said 
that ‘Israel was a luxuriant vine that yields its fruit.’  Hosea meant that Israel had 
increased in prosperity.  But he went on to say that Israel’s prosperity 
unfortunately had led to increased idolatry:  

‘ the more his fruit increased the more altars he built’ wrote Hosea 

You may have chanted these words of Isaiah ‘my beloved had a vineyard on a 
very fertile hill.  He expected it to yield grapes but it yielded wild grapes. 

The symbol used to describe Israel in the Old Testament was a vine.  But this vine 
had not lived up to its intended purpose. Therefore God sent his son Jesus Christ, 
the true vine.  Jesus was preparing the disciples again for the fact that he would 
not be with them for very much longer. They needed to  

           

grasp that he was preparing them to continue the work Jesus had started. He 
wanted them to grasp that the only way that they could be fruitful, bearers of good 
fruit was to become branches that were truly joined to the true vine. 

Today over 2000 years on from that night in Gethsemane the work of the Lord 
continues.  God is still working through the followers of Jesus Christ to 
accomplish his work and will in the world today.  There are many people who are 
in religion, moral upstanding people, even in the church but none of that on its 
own means that they are grafted into the true vine of Jesus Christ.  That comes 
from taking much deeper more meaningful steps; truly looking at the whole of 
your life and way of being; truly repenting and being sorry for the things you have 
done wrong and really and truly turning to Christ and being born anew, beginning 
again adopting a way of being that is truly worthy of Christ.  No-one can be a 
fruitful branch revealing the glory of God until they have a vital life giving 



connection to the vine.  Without that vital connection the sap of life cannot flow 
in and through you. 

A vine has one distinct purpose: bearing fruit.  But it is not the vine itself that 
bears fruit it delegates the fruit bearing to the branches.  And what does bearing 
the fruit of God’s vine look like? 

Well those grafted into the true vine bear three basic fruits: Sanctification- that is 
we become more Christ like – and less world like.  Whilst we need to be canny and 
well informed about the ways of the world in many ways they are not Christ’s ways 
and therefore they cannot be our ways and sometimes that is very hard. We must 
be constantly revisiting our motive and values and may well find ourselves 
presenting another point of view – what we believe would be one underpinned by 
the values of our Christian faith. 

Spirituality – that is we behave more like Christ – our actions are those befitting a 
Christian – we are more generous, we show care for our fellow beings, we become 
stronger, more faithful, less self centred and more Christ centred – it is indeed a 
tall order 

 

           

Our souls – we are burdened and concerned like him for the needs and injustices 
of his world.  The fruit we bear or do not bear says much about our lives and our 
integrity as Christians. 

Vines are amazing plants.  They are prolific and productive.  They do not stay but 
grow in every direction if given the opportunity and with something to support 
them. Following Jesus means allowing ourselves to be trained and guided and 
vigilant. 

Now I wonder what the watchman from the watchtower would see if he were to 
look down at this church or indeed the individual lives all those who are part of 
this place? 

I wonder what shade and comfort our branches are providing, where the richness 
of the fruit would be, where the need to prune and cut back would be in order to 
provide for new growth and what the true watchman, the true vine would make of 
it all?  Perhaps that’s something we need to think about 

What John’s Gospel tells us is that 

If we as the branches are firmly connected with Jesus the vine the fruit will be 
produced. 

Amen          

 


